Fall 2009

HARVEST DAY

Sunday, September 27
1 pm-5pm
Maquoketa, 1A
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The annual Harvest Day event is a FREE day of fun at Camp Shalom. It is an
event designed with everyone in mind; children, adults, families and campers of all
ages. We invite you to come and enjoy the beauty of Camp Shalom as we celebrate
the richness of God’s blessings upon this ministry. Families and guests do not
need to register for this event.
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Start at the Program Center

The Program Center serves as the base of operations. Staff and
volunteers will greet you here and guide you through the days events.
Activities include hayride tours, pumpkin carving, bobbing for apples, fall
crafts, archery, high ropes and the NEW low challenge course

element — “Team Trail.”

Register to WIN one of (3) Gift Packages and a FREE week of Camp.
NEW Store items for sale — Snacks and Beverages

EVERYONE is welcomed to join us for a GREAT Fall Day in the woods!

A Christ-centered ” s : | ﬁﬁ-ﬁ,‘j‘ .

outdoor ministry
that inspires all
people to live fully |
in the Spirit!
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Healing is Found in Giving

By Rev. Eric Elkin

We are living in a very angry
age. The anger is prevalent in all
aspects of life. It is visible
internationally where conflicts
rage on every continent.
Domestically we find this anger on display in
town hall meetings; on internet blogs, television
reports and newspapers. Even locally in schools,
on sports teams and other extracurricular
activities, people always seem on the verge of
attacking each other.

Some might try to convince you that the
anger is grounded in the economy. However, I do
not remember this level of outrage when I was in
high school and our town’s unemployment rate
was 24%. The reality is that there has been a rage
prevalent in our culture over the past 20 years.
The specific issue that exposes it seems to change
as quickly as the weather — healthcare reform,
abortion, immigration, gay marriage, tax reform,
government spending, federal bail-out program,
Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, etc... The only consistent
ingredient is the anger.

What is the source of our rage?

Early in my career I worked at a camp in New
York staffed by an intentional Christian
community. Members of this community were
required to live in the same building and eat
meals together. Each evening was spent in
community prayer. It was the hardest experience
of my life. There were always arguments within
the community, often over the smallest things.
One time the entire community of 25 people
argued for 3 hours over how to serve hot
chocolate. However, arguments rarely lasted a
day. We talked, debated, argued, forgave,
reconciled and moved on. Anger never lingered
very long.

As hard as it was, it remains the most blessed
time of my life. From it I learned a valuable
lesson - the more connected we are to each other
the greater our capacity to solve problems, to love
and to find true joy. Spending time together
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teaches us to be patient, compassionate, and
loving. Ask anyone who has taken a servant trip
to a foreign country. The work is meaningful, but
it is the time spent together that lasts forever.

The Apostle Paul lived almost 2,000 years ago,
but he provides tremendous wisdom to our
generation, “Command those who are rich in this
present world not to be arrogant nor put their
hope in wealth...Command them to do good, to
be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and
willing to share...so that they may take hold of
the life that is truly life.” 1 Timothy 6:17-19

The happiest people I know are the ones who
give generously. The retired man who volunteers
in an elementary school is much more
understanding of our educational system. The
woman who serves food in a soup kitchen
discovers both meaning in and compassion for
those who are poor. I remember speaking with a
donor who told me as she wrote a check for
camperships, “If I knew giving money was this
much fun, I would have done it a long time ago.”

The people in my life who are the most
discontent with the world are those who sit at
home watching television or surfing the internet
all day long. They will be consumed with sadness
over the breaking up of Jon and Kate and angry
with Michael Jackson’s doctor. Their frustration
rests in issues that have little to do with their life.

The Christian Church needs to be more
intentional and persistent in asking people to
give. Not because it wants all of your money,
time and talent. More persistent because its
members desperately need the healing that giving
brings to their life.
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Mamtammg for Good
T . By Dwayne Heinrich

- Another summer has come
i~ | and gone. It was a very busy
@‘P . and productive one! New
«h 77

trails were created and

mulched along with existing
trails. Several pending projects have reached
or are approaching completion. The new
worship area now has a name — “The Kettle”
started as part of the Matt Lake Memorial.
Thank you to all involved. “The Kettle”
became a favorite worship location for staff
and campers this summer.

The “future” low ropes course was a
project many volunteers have worked on for
several of our Work Weekends. As of this past
August, it can no longer be called “future.”
The last few weeks of summer camp (3) three
elements were installed with an additional (5)
elements being created the week of August
17" by Challenge Options, Inc.

The Zach Tomesch Eagle Scout project is
also close to completion. Zach's project was
to improve the overlook of the Maquoketa
River near the Charis House. His group did
some landscaping, trail improvement and
built a new retaining fence on the bluff. This
area also became a favorite as a worship area
for Outpost campers.

We were also able to completely re-roof
one cabin in the Village before the summer
started. Volunteers will help us finish (2) two
more yet this fall. Thank you to all
volunteers for your help. Your help is one of
my greatest sources of joy in this job.
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“1 Want to Work, but
that Day Doesn’t Work"”

Camp Shalom hosts a Work Weekend every
spring and fall. This event is a specific time to
focus on projects needing to be completed.
Over the course of two days volunteers and
staff accomplish a huge amount of work. It is
a very busy time of scheduling and keeping
multiple crews working on different jobs. We
average 30 to 35 people per day and this works
out very well.

After each Work Weekend, people will
approach us saying they wanted to help but
those days did not work for them. Camp
Shalom is always looking for volunteers to
help with the maintaining and growing of
camp. One does not have to come on a
specific weekend to help.

Help as an individual. Several
volunteers come up by themselves on a day
that works for them to focus on a specific
project or part of the routine of life.
Individuals help with trail maintenance,
mowing, painting and electrical work. Form a
group of volunteers to work on a larger
project. For example, Dwayne is looking for
some skilled volunteers to help with a big
project in the Showerhouse.

We invite you to participate, whether
group or individual, and in the process you
can enjoy the beauty and add to the blessings
that Camp Shalom gives!

CONTACT:

Dwayne Heinrich, Maintenance Director
(563)593-4500
dwayne@campshalomia.org
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